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To follow in proper detail any one of the many minor
frontier arrangements which were considered, rejected or
adopted by the Peace Conference would exhaust all of the
space allotted to this chapter. Suffice it to say that the vital
claims of the Czechoslovak Delegation, already referred to,
were approved by the Territorial Committee, the Council of
Ten and the Big Four after critical and thorough examination.
The historic frontiers facing Germany and Austria, except for
minor radifications, were established. The incorporation of
Slovakia, along more precisely ethnical lines than the Czecho-
slovak claims, was decided upon. Pressburg and the Grosse
Schiitt were included therein. Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia,
under provisions for autonomy, was assigned to the Czecho-
slovak State. But the Teschen Question, between the Czechs
and Poles, was not settled until the Conference of Spa in 1920,
in spite of numberless committees, consultations and confer-
ences, and even after that it remained an obstacle on the Polish
side to complete co-operation between the two nations. In his
historic address before the Czechoslovak Parliament on his
return from the Peace Conference, on November soth, 1919,
Dr. Benes said, " I regret with all my heart . . . that we were
unable to agree " in the matter of Teschen.

Although the Peace Conference thus agreed to sanction the
boundaries of a state with approximately one third of its
population consisting of German and Magyar -minorities, it
did so conscious of the fact that nine or ten million Czecho-
slovaks should be favoured with independence in a viable
state over three to four million Germans and Magyars. Sound
geographic, strategic and economic reasons argued decisively
then and argue now even more decisively for the historic
frontiers. The brotherhood of the overwhelming majority of
Slovaks cemented with the Czechs by mutually endured
oppression called for their incorporation in the same state
entity and will do so again after this war. Sub-Carpathian
Ruthenia, which none except the Magyars desired should